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The Nativity: the Love of Limitation

| The major feast we celebrate in December is the
Nativity of our Lord on December 25th. There is joy
in the air that seems to begin as early as the end
of October nowadays. And there is a good reason
for this: God has become man and has initiated
a new intimacy and unity with human beings.
Many cities and towns are decorated with Christmas
1 trees and cute manger scenes. There is a special
charm in seeing the “bambino” Christ (the cute
baby) in the manger. The irresistible charm of the
season seems to be located in the crazy premise that
the infinite, all-powerful God has become small and
limited for us.

| Why is this so appealing? All societies seem to
understand that there is a value and beauty in
being vulnerable that simply evaporates when
there is no vulnerability and limitations. In the
end, an all-powerful hero is an impossibility and a
contradiction in terms. A game with no rules (no
limitations) is a boring game. When taken to its
| logical conclusion, this insight really leads straight
to the beauty of ultimate vulnerability, which is the
Cross of Christ. For this reason, the feast of

Christmas goes way beyond the charming manger
scenes and is ultimately a prophecy of the Cross and
resurrection. In a mysterious sense, all cultures -
both ancient and modern - in their instinctive
acknowledgement of the irresistible beauty of the
weak and limited who, despite their limitation and
weakness, stand up for what is right - intuitively
predict the Cross of Christ.

This was a clear premonition in ancient Greek
literature. In the Odyssey, the Greek goddess Calypso
fell in love with Odysseus and offered him immortality
if he would only marry her. In the end, he preferred
to return to his mortal wife Penelope and continue to
live as a vulnerable human being rather than adopt
the untroubled life of an immortal god. He preferred
the human mortal life with all its vulnerability,
tribulation and its certainty of death. What could
possibly justify this decision?

If he had stayed with Calypso, the Odyssey would
have come to an abrupt end. He would no longer
have the opportunity to demonstrate the virtues and
achievements that made this story worthwhile, those
traits which are characteristically human. He would
no longer have the opportunity to fall in love. This
intuition is clear in Greek mythology because
whenever the gods fall in love, it is only with mortal
humans! Part of the irresistible beauty of human
excellence is its vulnerability. Despite all our attempts
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to avoid this, THIS is what constitutes human excellence and
beauty! The good news of the Gospel is that - beyond all sorts
of ancient and modern mythologies that intuitively point to
this in different ways - in actual fact the true God of the Trinity
has really fallen in love with human beings in our limitation
and vulnerability, and has adopted this reality for Himself in
the Incarnation so He can be on a common playing field with
us, his beloved. This is really what Christmas is all about.

The central values of love, courage, heroism, generosity and
friendship entail sacrifice and an unlimited being who has
everything and is in everything by definition cannot sacrifice
anything! Very simply, the self-sacrificial concepts of love
and heroism work only in a context subject to risks,
needs, vulnerability and limitation. If Odysseus’ preference of
Penelope to Calypso impresses us, how much more should the
incarnation of Christ, which is God’s abandonment of the
“comfort zone” of unlimitedness totally astound us? If the
example of the heroism in an imperfect hero like Odysseus
who preferred human limitation means anything, then
intuitively this heroism and love taken to the ultimate degree
leads to the taking on of ultimate limitation which is the
suffering and death of the Cross. In order for God to be the
ultimate hero and savior worthy of worship he cannot but be
a God who also knows limitation and vulnerability to the
ultimate degree. This is precisely the archetype of the Cross:
the worst suffering and limitation for the best and most
unlimited man. We can’t go any further than this. This is why
not only Christmas, but every moment of Christ’s life, finds its
ultimate meaning in the Cross and is colored by this reality.
But the Cross, as the ultimate heroism and ultimate love,
cannot but be the ultimate sign of life. The Cross IS at the
same time the Resurrection, and this is why we say that Christ
conquered death BY death!

This is very clear in the hymnology and iconography of the
Nativity. Our Orthodox icons never depict one isolated
historical moment, they never show just one slice of history,
rather, they always tell the whole story in one picture. In the
Christmas icon, then, we see that the shadow of the Cross and
the joy of the resurrection are already evident. In this icon the
halo of Christ always has a cross inscribed into it, he lies in a
manger that looks more like a coffin, and he is wrapped up
like a mummy. At the same time, the three magi coming from
the East in this icon are seen already as a prediction of the
three-day burial that led to the joy of the resurrection and the
Second Coming which we believe will come from the East.
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The appropriation of life and death in the world by God Himself, then, is the only
loving affirmation of the value of the human situation. All of Christ’s life, from the
Nativity, to the Cross to the Resurrection, shows us who God is while at the same
time affirming what it means to be truly human. He showed us the way to be
a true human being not through being powerful but through weakness, just
as Odysseus and others showed us that heroism and love can’t exist in the
untroubled life of a god who knows no limitation. The key conviction of the
Nativity behind all the cute manger scenes is the fact that only through daily
death witnessing to Christ can we Christians attain the full stature of a true
human being: “to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ” (Eph. 4:13)

This Christmas and throughout our life may we follow the example of the
unlimited God who took on limitations for us so we can become truly human as

He did.
Merry Christmas!

Xpiotovyevviatiko Mnvoua . DIALTmov:

Ta Xpiotouyevva: n Ayann tol MNeplopiopoi

H onpavtkotepn yLoptr tol AsképBpn €ival ) Févvnon tod Xplotod otic 25 AekepPpiou. YIApPXEL Xapd OTHY
atpoodalpa mou dpaivetal va Eekva oTiC AEPES HaG AKOUN Ao TO TEAog OktwRpiou. MOANEC MOAELS Kol XwpPLA
€LVaL OTOALOPEVA PE XPLOTOUYEVVLATLKO SEVTPOL KOl XOPLITWHEVES DATVEC. YIdpyel pia iStaitepn xdpn oto Béaua
00 pkpod Xprotod (tol yapttwpévou pwpold, dnAadn) ot ddtvn. Kal adto yid £vav Adyo mou cuxva S&v
ouveldntomnoloUpe: 6 Oe0g £xel yivel AvOpwmog Kal £tot Eekivnoe pia Kalwvoupyla €yyutnta Kal Evotnta YE TOV
avbpwmo.H akatavikntn xapn TH¢ XpLOTOUYEVVLATIKNG €moXfic dailvetal va €vtomileTal otV TPEAQ AYOTTNTIKI)
npotacn OtL O alwviog, AMePLOPLOTOC, MAVTIOSUVOUOG OedG €ylve ylA HAC ULKPOC, Bvntog, aduvapog Kal
TIEMEPACUEVOC.

Mot glvat 1000 AKUoTIKR aUTh i dawvouevika moapdhoyn mpotaon; Daivetal 3Tl GAEC ol KOWWVIES €lxav pia
aioBnon otL uapyxeL pia agia, xapn Kal opopdLd otV TpwtotnTa Tol AvBpwrou, 1 onola é€adaviletal Otav
8&v UTIAPXOULV TETOLOL TIEPLOPLOHOL Kal TETOLA TPWTATNTA. TEALKA, £vag MavToSUVapog fpwag £ival pia dvtipoon
A ulo Bapetn katdotoaon xwplg vonua. MNopopoiwg, €va mayvidl Xwpic Kavoviououg (TepLopLopous) S&v
npoodEpeL kapia pokAnon Kal katavtd Bapetd. ‘H mpaypatikotnTa atr, o€ TeAK avaluon, o0dnyel Aoyikd
oTNV opopdLa TG TEAELAG TPWTOTNTAG, TTOU BpilokeTal otov 2Taupd Tol Xplotol. M'adtov tov Adyo, ) ylopTth
TV Xplotouyévvwy, 1 avainyn &nAadn tol neploplopold €k pépoug tol Oeol, mael MOAD O mépa Ao TG
XOPLITWHEVEG PpaTveg Kal amoteAel tumo tol Itaupold Kal g Avaotdcews. ME Eva Tpomo mepiepyo OAeg ol
KOUATOUPEG - ApXOieg KOl MOVIEPVEG - ME TNV €voTvKTwdn Avayvwplon TG akatavikntng opopdldg tod
€VAAWTOU POCWTOU ToU, Ttap’OAN THV Aduvapia Kal TOV EPLOPLOUO TOU, ETLUEVEL OTO OWOTO, TO Sikalo, Kal TO
Opopdo, TAPATEUTOUY OTOV ZTAUPO XWPLS VA TO EEPOuV.

AUTH 1} i6€a €lxe SN SlatumwOel pé coadrvela othv apxaio EAANVikR Aoyotexvia. Strv ‘O8Vcoela fj Bed
Kalvpw €pwtelBnke tov Obuccéa kat B6a 1ol mpooédepe v dBavacioa wg AavtaAllaypa av Ba tnv
mavipevotav. TeAlkd O Obduccéag mpotiunoe va EnmotpePel otnv Bvntr yuvaika tou, TV MNnveAomnn kai va
ouvexioel TV {wr Tou W ELAAWTOG, BvNTOC AvBpwWToG AvTL va uloBeTroEL TV atapaxn {wh €vog aiwviou Beol.
Mpotiunoe dnAadn tv dvBpwrvn, Bvntn {wn HE OAN TV TPWTOTNTA, TNV TaAamwplia Kal TOV €yyunuévo
Bavato mol mepléxel. Ti B pmopolioe va SikatoAoynoel pia Tétola anddaon;

"Av 0 '06uccéag Eueve Pe TNV KaAvpw n meputétela th¢ 'Odvooslag Ba tedeiwve duéocws. Agv Ba eixe ma v
guKkatpia 0 '0duooéag va delfel TiG APETEG Kal TA gVyevn Katopbwpata mol xapaktnpilouv ToV GvBpwro oTig




Mo EEAIPETIKEC TOU OTLYHEC. Adv BA eixe THV
Suvatotnta Vo EpwTeUBel. AUTOC O olwvog lvat
ocadng otnv EAAnvikn puBoloyia adol oOmote
gpwtevovtatl ol Beol eival pdvov pg Tolg Bvntolc
avBpwroug! MéEpog TG akatavikntng OpopdLig
THC AvOpWILVNG ApLoTeiac elvat f TPWTOTNTA TNC.
Map’OAeG TIC AMOMELPEG VA TNV AmodUYoU UE, alTh
akpBOC elvat f oloia THC GvBpwmvng dptoTeiog
kal opopdLic! Ta kahd véa tol EvayyeAiou givat
OTL - TLEPAL ATO TIC TOLKIAEG ApPXATEG KAl LOVTEPVEC
HuBoAoyiec moL B€éAouv va Slatumwoouv aUTAV
v 6éa pE Swadopetikolg TPOMOUC - OTAV
TMPAYUATIKOTNTO. O AANOwOC Oedg HAG  ExEl
EpWTEVOET PE OAOV TOV TEPLOPLOPO KAl TNV
TPWTOTNTA TOU pag xapaktnpiley, kat 6 (dlog tAv
€kave TpPAn: O Oed0g €xel €vOuBel auvutnv TNV
Kataotaon Kol éumelpla pé TV Evodpkwaon Tou va
Bpioketat otod i6lo £mimedo pg pdc, mou slpaote 1O
Qvtikeipevo TAHC aydamng Tou. AUTO elvat TO
AaANBvo Baldpa TWV XpLOTOUYEVWWV.

Ol KEVIPIKEC NPWLIKEG aflec TG ayamng, TAC
yewvalotntag, th¢ yevvalodwplag kal Th¢ ¢uhiag
npolUmoBstouv Buoia. “Eva Amepldoploto 6V mou
KOTEXEL TA TIAVTAL KOL TTOU Elval PHéoa oTd TTAvTo £€
oplopol 6&v pmopel va Buoldoel timota SotL Ba
OTOMOTACEL VA €lval aUTO Tou eival! MoAU GmAgd,
ol aUTOBUCLOOTIKEG EVVOLEC OTIWC ) Ayamn Kal o
NPWLOMOG SouAelouv pbévov o mAaiola ToU
UMoOKewvtal o€ ploko, Avaykn, TPWIOTNTA Kal
TeplopLlopd. "Av n mpotipnon 1ol ‘Oduooca yla v
MnveAomn HAG KAvel OeTkn &vtumwon Kal Tov
kaBlotd fpwa, mocov MAAov Ba Empeme N
‘Evoapkwon tod Xplotol - dnAadn n éykatalewpn
€K HEpoug tol Oeol TG Avetng dtaAainwpng Lwig
- VO MAG EKMANOOEL "Av TO Tapadelypa nPwiLouold
o’éva  ateAn fpwa oOnw¢ O '‘Oduccéag mou
npotipnoe TtV avBpwrivn aduvapia onuaivel
KATL, TOTE O NPWLOMOG alTOCg, AV TOV AVOYAVOUUE
Aoywka oto UYoto tou Babuod, adtd pag obnyel
otnv TéAewa avaAnyn tol memepacuévou ol
glval 6 mOvog Kai 0 Bdvatog tol ftowupol £k
Hépoug Tol aiwviou Ogod. M va glvat 6 Oeog O
TENELOC ApwOC Kal owthp Tou afilel Thv Aatpeia
HaC, 8&v MMOpPel Mopd v elval 6 OgdC TOU
yvwpilel TOV MEPLOPLOPO Kal TAV TPWTOTNTA OTO
peyoAUtepo Suvato Pabuo. AUTO akplpig
onuaivel O apxetumo tol Ztaupol: O KAAUTEPOG
Kal Amelpog avBpwrog va UTTodEPEL TAV XELPOTEPN

TaAalmwpla Kal Tov meploplopo. MeyaAUtepn Kivnon
Ayanng amo alto 6&v Uapxel. M'aUTOV TOV Adyo OXL
povov ta Xplotouyevva, AAAQ OAn 1 {wn tod Xplotol
Bpilokel TO TEALKO VONUA TG O0TOV XTtaupod. 'O Itaupog,
Opwg, w¢ detypa OPLoTou Npwiopold Kal ayamng, S&v
UTTOpel Tapd VAL lval N TeAeldtepn iy THC LWHC.
EMOpEVWC, O STOUPOC ELVAL TOUTOXPOVA 1) Avaotaon,
kal ylal0to YaAlouvpe TO0 “Gavdrw BOdvatov
natiooag”’!

H dmokdhudn auth elvat  cadéotatn  OTAV
Opvoypadia  kal  othnv  aywoypadia  T@V
Xplotouyéwwyv. Ot 'Opbodofec eikoveg mote ev
TOPLOTAVOUV HOvVoV pia Ttoun Tfi¢ lotoplag, HaAAov
pac dinyolv OAnv tnv lotopla o€ pia gikova. TNV
glkova TV Xplotouyéwwv Aoumov, BAEmMoupe TNV
okld tol Ztaupol kal T xapd ThH¢ Avaotacswg AdN
ano TNV yéwnon. Méoa otd0 ¢wtootepavo ToU
XpLotol mavrtote UMAPXEL EVAC OTAUPOC, EATAWVEL O
daTvn mod Bupilet tddo Kal Elval oTapaAyHEVOC OOV
povula.  Tautoxpova ol Tpel¢ Mayol €€ avatoA®v
TIOPOTEUTTOUV OTNV TPLAUEPN Tadr Kal dvaotaon Kal
otnv Seutépa mapoucia ol Oda €pBst amod TV
QAVATOAN.

H avainyn Tthg ynwng, avlpwriivng wig Kal
Bavdtou oTOV KOOHO €k pépouc tol Oeol elvat N
povn ayoamntkn €émpBefaiwon  thHg afiag tol
avBpwmou. “OAn 1 Lwn tol Xplotol, &mo tv yévwa
HEXPL Kal TOV ITaupo Kal TNV Avaoctaon TauToxpova
HAC Seiyvel TTOLOC elval 6 OedC Kal EMPBEPALWVEL THY
€vvola ol yvolou avBpwrou. Mag £6&Lée 6 XpLoTog
MwG va yivoupe AaAnBwol avBpwrmot 6xt &l TAG
navroduvapiag tou GAAa dla thi¢ aduvauiag, onwg 6
‘'Oduocéag kal GAAoL fpweg pag €6skav OTL O
APWLOPOG Kal i dyamn 6&v pmopolv va UTIAPXOUV
otnv atapaxn Iwr €vog Oeol mol 6&v &€pel TOV
TIEPLOPLOMO Kal TAV TaAaumwpia. 'Onote 1 Kaipla
onuooia TtV XploTouyéwwv Tiow Amd OAeg Tig
XOPLTWHEVEC DATVEC Elval TO yeyovog OTL LOVOV O
pia wn kaBnuepvod Bavdatou Kal paptuplag yLa Tov
XpLotd pmopolpe €Uel ol Xplotiavol va ¢pBdcoupue
ot0 Uog €vog yvnolou avBpwmou: “eic uétpov
NAwkiocg to0 nAnpwuato¢ tod Xptotod” (Ed. 4:13).
MakdplL T@ Xplotouyevva GETOC Kal o€ OAn T {wn
pog va akoAouBrjcoupe to mapadelyua tod aneipou
Oeol €ylve TEMEPACUEVOG ylA PAG YL VA YiVOUUE
avBpwrol Onwg €yLve aUTOC.

KaAa Xplotouyevva!




Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4
1pm
Philoptochos
Christmas Party
4:30 to 6pm 4:30 to 6pm
Greek School Greek School
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
10th SUNDAY of Luke | ST. NICHOLAS
8am Orthros 8am Orthros
9:30 Divine Liturgy 9am Divine Liturgy
Sunday School
Choir Practice
10am to 1pm 6pm GOYA
PC Elections 4:30 to 6pm 4:30 to 6pm Folding of Christmas
GOYA Meeting and 7 to 8:30pm Greek School Greek School Cards, GOYA Yankee
Christmas Card Adult Class Seminar | 6pm Parish Council Swap, and Christmas
Deadline Party for GOYAns
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
11th SUNDAY of Luke Bread Baking Bread Baking Bread 10am to 1pm
8am Orthros Bread Pick-Ups
9:30 Divine Liturgy
Sunday School
General Assembly
PTO Fundraisers
Raffle Tickets and 4:30 to 6pm 4:30 to 6pm 6:30pm
Cards & Ornaments | 7 to 8:30pm Greek School Greek School PTO Pajama Movie
Adult Class Seminar Night with Pick-Up
anytime before 10pm
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
SUNDAY before Nativity DAY BEFORE HOLY NATIVITY
8am Orthros CHRISTMAS of Our Lord & Savior
4 9:30 Divine Liturgy 8am Pre-Christmas Jesus Christ
Bread Pick-Ups Orthros and Royal 8am Orthros
Greek/Sunday School Hours 9:15 Divine Liturgy
Christmas Program
andIPTO Recegtion CHRISTMAS DAY
] 4:30 to 6pm 4:30 to 6pm CHRISTMAS EVE
GOYA Meeting Greek School Greek School Christmas Vesperal
PTO 50/50 Raffle and Liturgy
Cards & Ornaments 7pm
26 27 28 29 30 31 January 1
SUNDAY AFTER ST. STEPHEN THE
NATIVITY PROTOMARTYR
8am Orthros 8am Orthros
9:30 Divine Liturgy 9am Divine Liturgy
NEW YEAR’S EVE NEW YEAR’S DAY
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Merry Christmas

. from Philoptochos!
Wishing Everyone the Joy & Blessings of the Season’

w*w#www

# Our Pastry. & Frozen Trays fundraiser was a success in November.
4 Thank you to our volunteers and our community who support us.

L8 e

4 Christmas Bread is being baked and distributed in. December We' are
keeping the kltchen busy!

Lttt

& our Chrlstmas luncheon will take place on Saturday December 4th at
4 Tumblesalts Café &: Restaurant in North" Providence. -Members and
i guests are welcome.

# e hope to plan a chicken dlnner in the near future. We are workmg
4 hard to increase our treasury to meet our obligations to our parish and.

ORDERPICK-UPS -, ¢ communiy. . .
aturday, December 18th (10am to 1pm).®& # e welcome. anyone who might be interested to attend a monthly
Sunday, December 19th. (After Church) 4 meeting. Our meetings have been fewer due to Covid restrictions. In the

i next few months, hopefully we will be back to a regular schedule.

_ Elaine Sioras = Philoptochos will continue to make koliva for memorial services when
401-617-7950 4 requested. The price of all ingredients has increased, and some are
401-724-1031 . @Y % more difficult to find. Beginning on January 1, 2022, the prlce will

elainesioras@gmail.com /o 4 increase to $150 pertray
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i  We wish everyone a Happy « amf }[ea[tﬁ_y
FY Cﬁnstmas as we head into the New Year!!!
i 3
&
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E -3 2021 Christmas Program
.. T @reek dchool and Sunday School

The Students and Teachers
Cordially Invitg You to (ttend Their
Christmas Performance

Sunday, Pegcgmber 19, 2021
In the Community Center following Piving liturgy

Reegption to Follow Hosted by
Wssumption Pargnt Teacher Organization
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ASSUMPTION OF THE VIRGIN MARY
PTO
Ns
50/50 RAFFLE®
Please support our kids' efforts |
to raise money for our PTO! $5 par ticket OR
Their beautiful creations will be 3 tickets for $10 @
for sale in December, during
coffee hour! DRAWING ON 12/19
We hope to see you there! | e e
SCHOLARSHIP FUND

PAJAMA MOVIE NIGHT
DECEMBER 17, 2021 AT
6:30PM

PTO Parents- Enjoy a night out or
finish your Christmas shopping.

Drop your children at the community center at 6:30pm for
a pajama movie night. Siblings are welcome! Sleeping
bags are encouraged for extra comfort. There will be pizza

and popcorn.

THIS IS A DROP OFF EVENT
Drop off - 6:30PM
Pick up - any time before 10:00PM
Cost - $15 for one child
Add $5 for each additional child

RSVP - ptoeassumptionri.org by 12/15




SOPHOCLES’ MASTERPIECE

“OEDIPUS THE KING”
Adult Class Seminar

OEDIPUS REX

Last Two Classes
Monclag Decemter 6th
Monday DcCcmbcr i 3th

7Pm to 8:§Opm

As part of ourintroduction to Grcc‘(
civilization, this Fall we will continue our
study in Greek tragcdy with the rcading

of 50Phoclcs’ classic mastcrpiccc,

“Ocdipus the King”

For More l nformation

John | yssikatos 401-728-4452
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to our Ussumption Community

| ‘from fr. Philip‘ Zymaris

Much }lppréc_iation for Your _
Thanksgiving Offerings
Mr. Andre Alix

Dr. & Mrs. Vasili Amfilo
Ms. Helen Buco

« Mr. & Mrs. Haralambos Damel

Rev. Fr. & Presbytera George Economou
" Mr. & Mrs. Rick & Nancy Forest

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Gallo

Mr. & Mrs. William Gaza

Ms. Stavroula Kalivas

Mr. John E. Kanelakos

. Mrs. Eleni Katsios .

Mr. & Mrs. Roger Lemire

- Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Mudge
Dr. & Mrs. Constantine Pagonis
Ms. Patricia Panichas
Mrs. Harriet Pappas
Dr. & Mrs, Angelo Pharmakidis
Mrs. Marion Pollock

" Mrs. Irene and Ms. Elaine Sioras

 Mrs: Lee Stephanopoulos
Mrs. Dorothy Stergis
Mrs. Pashalia Strekouras

Mgm'g Chnstmas
Ka\& XplOTovyevva
and Happy New Year

dnd the Parish Council

%ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁ#ﬁ
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Let 7/{5(721[6?) Quwr Endowment Fund Grow

As church membership dwindles in many places while ever-growing maintenance fees rise, many
parishes are establishing endowment funds to meet their needs and secure their financial survival.
Here at Assumption in Pawtucket, thanks to the foresight and vision of past parishioners and parish
councils, we are blessed because we already established such an endowment fund many years ago.

We are also blessed here at Assumption in that, having established our Endowment Fund, many
parishioners generously contributed to it in the past and to this day. Indeed, some parishioners were
even kind enough to endow sizable funds through their wills to our community in order to guarantee
the continuity of our beloved parish. We are where we are today thanks to such people and we should
never let their generosity be forgotten.

Our Endowment Fund’s value is $864,470.69 as of November 29, 2021. As our community’s By-Laws
stipulate, half of our Endowment Fund’s annual return goes towards the budget expenses of our
community and the other half is re-invested.

In realizing the needs of our community and sharing the great vision of these benefactors, it behooves
us to imitate them and to make whatever contribution we can — small or great — to continue their
tradition and to help the fund grow. In this way we will secure the future of our beloved Assumption
Church. For this purpose, each month we will include this new column dedicated to the Endowment
Fund in our monthly newsletter. We will be posting the current value of the fund to keep you abreast
regarding its growth and we will list the names of past parishioners as well as new donors who
contribute to the fund in memory of loved ones. For the sake of confidentiality, names will be included
but not the monetary amounts.

Let us all honor our benefactors by imitating them, sharing in their dreams for the future and by
fostering with them the continuation of our church into perpetuity.

RecentPonations to the Endowment Fund

Mr. John Lyssikatos in Loving Memory of
Nick Georgitsis, Maria Lyssikatos and Thomas Soukas
on the 15-Year Anniversary of their passing

Mr. John Lyssikatos
Mr. John Kontekakis

Mr. George Vastis in Loving Memory of
his parents Andrew & Vasiliki Vastis

Mrs. Panagiota Vastis in Loving Memory of
her parents Vasilios & Vasiliki Vergakis

Consider including the Endowment Fund in your will and be a
supporting pillar to secure the Assumption’s survival in perpetuity.
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Stewards in Good Standing

Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Aguiar

Mr. & Mrs. Walter Almeida

Dr. & Mrs. Vasili Amfilo

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Amoling

Mr. & Mrs. Anastasios Andrikopoulos
Mrs. Vasiliki Andrikopoulos

Mr. & Mrs. Elias Antonakos

Mr. & Mrs. loannis Apostolakis
Mr. & Mrs. Emmanouil Apostolidis
The Augoustakis Family

Mrs. Sophia Balamas

Mr. Arthur Bassis

Ms. Elaine Bassis

Mr. & Mrs. James Belliveau

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Bianchi

Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Bitsakis

Mr. & Mrs. Kosta Bitsis

Mr. & Mrs. Fred Boccelli

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Botsford

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Boyle

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Bras

The Brathas Family

Ms. Helen Buco

Mr. & Mrs. John Bunch

Mrs. Nancy Cacicio

Ms. Maria Anna Chrisidis

The Christodulou Family

Mr. & Mrs. George Cicma

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Colantonio

Mrs. Eleni Dafulas

Mr. & Mrs. John Dafulas

Mr. Nicholas Dafulas

Mr. & Mrs. Haralambos Daniel
Mrs. Joan Metaxas Dauria

Mr. & Mrs. Rocco Deluca, Sr.

Mr. & Mrs. Emmanouel Demetroules
Mr. & Mrs. George Demopulos
Mrs. Tina Demopulos

Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Dion

Dr. Fotini Dionisopoulos

Dr. Paul Dionisopoulos

Mr. & Mrs. Konstantinos Dokos
Ms. Cyriake Doukas

Rev. Fr. & Presbytera George Economou
Mr. & Mrs. George Fackos

Mr. Steven Fackos

Mrs. Georgette Ferrucci

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Forest

Mr. Leonidas Foussekis & Samantha Arredondo
Mr. & Mrs. George Foussekis

Mr. & Mrs. Brian & Elaine (Brathas) Froment
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Gallo

Mr. & Mrs. William Gaza

Mr. George Georgiadis
Presbytera Anastasia Georgiadis
Ms. Nancy Georgitsis

Mr. & Mrs. Theodore Georgitsis
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Gerace

Mrs. Maria Gialelis

Mrs. Laura Giannakas

Mr. Zackary Giannakas

Mr. & Mrs. Russell Golombiewski
Ms. Catherine Gordon

Mrs. Eve Gouras

Mrs. Zacharie Haseotes Vinios
Mr. & Mrs. George P. & Polyxeni Haseotes
Mr. Vasilios Haseotes

Ms. Athena Haseotes

Mr. Demetrios E. Haseotes

Mr. & Mrs. George & Kristen Haseotes
Mr. Ari Haseotes

Ms. Lily Haseotes Bentas

Ms. Kelly Stocker-Haseotes

Mr. & Mrs. Dimitrios latrou

Mr. Vasileios Izanidis

Mrs. Eleni Jabterakes

Mr. Elias Jabterakes

Dr. & Mrs. Philip J. Jameson

Ms. Zoi Kalaitzidis

Mr. & Mrs. George Kalantzis

Ms. Stavroula Kalivas

Mr. John Kanelakos

Mr. & Mrs. Michael and Alexandra Kapos
Mr. & Mrs. William Kapos

Mr. Nicolaos Kapouleas

Mr. & Mrs. Niko Karageorgos
George & Regina (Lyutkevich) Karageorgos
Mr. George Karalis

Mr. Joseph Karalis

Mr. & Mrs. Achileas Karalis

Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Karalis

Mr. & Mrs. Steve Karavasilis

Mr. Michael Karavolis

Mr. & Mrs. Athanasios Katsinas
Mrs. Eleni Katsios

Mr. & Mrs. Chris & Georgia (Katsios) Gray
Mr. George Ketinos

Mr. & Mrs. Aleko Kimbouris

Ms. Barbara Kiras

Mr. Sotirios Kitsilis

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Kizirian

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Kology

Mr. & Mrs. Alexandros Kontoulis
Mr. & Mrs. Zafiris Kontoulis

Mr. & Mrs. Anastasios Koronios
Mr. & Mrs. Christos Kosivas

Mrs. Kostandina Kounavis

Mr. Theodore Kounavis

Mr. & Mrs. Georgios Kourkouliotis
Dr. & Mrs. Elias G. Koutros

Mr. & Mrs. George Koutsoukos
Miss Parris Kyriakakis

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Kyriakakis
Mr. & Mrs. George Lambrakis

Mr. & Mrs. Michael LaTorella

Mr. & Mrs. Gerard Lavoie

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Lazouras

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Lehourites
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Lehourites

Mr. Christopher Lehourites

Mr. & Mrs. Roger Lemire

Ms. Constantina Lengas

Mr. & Mrs. Angelo C. Limnios

Mr. John Lyssikatos

Dr. Alexis Anastasia Mancini

Dr. & Mrs. Melvin J. Mancini

Ms. Gail Manickas

Mrs. Marion Manickas

Mr. Peter Manis

Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan Mastin

Mr. & Mrs. George Michalopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Theodore Michalopoulos
Mr. George Microulis & Mrs. Elizabeth Menges
Mr. Paul Microulis

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Microulis

Mrs. Evanne (Papas) Mirabile
Mrs. Betty Missirlis

Mr. George Moragemos

Ms. Georgia Moretti

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Mudge

Mr. Andreas Nicolos

Mr. Dimitri Nicolos

Mr. & Mrs. Vassilios Nicolos

Dr. & Mrs. Nicholas Nikolopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Nikou

Mrs. Alexandra Nikou

Mr. & Mrs. Stefan Pagios

Dr. & Mrs. Constantine Pagonis
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Pagonis

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Panagiotis

Ms. Lygere Panagopoulos

Mrs. Angela Panichas

Ms. Denise Panichas

Mrs. Eleanor B. Panichas

Mr. & Mrs. George T. Panichas, Jr.
Ms. Patricia Panichas

Mr. Peter Panichas

Mr. & Mrs. Haralambos Papavasiliou
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Papavasiliou




Stewards in Good Standing

Mr. & Mrs. Vasileios Papavasileiou
Mrs. Harriet Pappas

Ms. Karen Pappas

Mr. & Mrs. Costas Perdikakis

Mr. & Mrs. Saki Pitliangas

.| Mrs. Dina Platsidakis

Mr. & Mrs. Nikitas Platsidakis
| Ms. Marion Pollock
Senator & Mrs. Leonidas Raptakis
Mr. & Mrs. Joshua Rego
Mr. & Mrs. Constantine Roditakis
Ms. Joanne Roditakis
Mr. & Mrs. Keith Rogers
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Rogler
) Mr. & Mrs. Abraham Saxionis
| Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan Seely
Ms. Elaine Sioras
Mrs. Irene Sioras
Mrs. Dorothy Skoutas
Mr. Gregory Skoutas
Ms. Evangelia Sosa
Mrs. Emily Soukas
"] Mr. George Soukas

Mr. & Mrs. Theodore Soukatos
Mrs. Sandy Stamoulis

Mr. & Mrs. Anastasios Stathakis
Mr. Nicholas Stathakis

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Stathakis
Mrs. Eleni Stathatos

Mr. & Mrs. Athanasios Stefanopoulos
Mrs. Lee Stephanopoulos

Mrs. Dorothy Stergis

Mrs. Frances Sterpis

Mrs. Anastasia Stoukides

Mrs. Efthalia Stratis

Mr. & Mrs. John Stratis

Mrs. Pashalia Strekouras

Ms. Angela Sukatos

Mrs. Anastasia Susset

Ms. Gina Taktikos

Mr. Steven Taktikos

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Thibeault
Mr. & Mrs. Evangelos Tsakonas
Mr. John Tsikouras

Mr. & Mrs. Christos Tsimikas
Mr. & Mrs. Stergios Tsimikas

Ms. Georgia Tsimortos

Ms. Nicoletta Tsimortos

Mr. Peter Tsimortos

Mrs. Aspasia Tsonos

Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Tsukatos

Mrs. Eftehia and Ms. Fotini Tzaferis
Mrs. Penelope Vartanian

The Carlson / Vastis Family

Mr. & Mrs. George Vastis

Ms. Valerie Vastis

Mr. & Mrs. Nickolas Vellopoulos
Miss Anastasia Vellopoulou

Ms. Tanya Vladov

Mr. & Mrs. George Vourvachakis
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas & Marie (Lascarides) Walsh
Mrs. Alexandra Whitmore

Mrs. Joanne Wright

Mr. & Mrs. Louis Xifaras

Mr. & Mrs. Petros Zervas

Mr. Nicholas Zervas

Dr. Christopher Zoto

Rev. Fr. Philip & Presbytera Xanthippi Zymaris

Cemetery Fund

Visit the homepage of our
Assumption Church website:
https://www.assumptionri.org/

Assumption Church is in the process of having

work performed by landscapers on our grounds

at Walnut Hill Cemetery on Armistice Boulevard Click "VIRTUAL CANDLE" to light a glass candle

in Pawtucket. It would be greatly appreciated Click "VIRTUAL TRAY" to make an offering

if you would consider making a donation to
help with the upkeep and beautification of the Thank you for your continued support!!!
grounds where so many of our deceased loved
ones are buried. If you have not already done so,
please contribute to the Cemetery Fund so that
com'bletion of the work cah take place. Thank yo'u.
to those parishioners: who have already made
donations as well as to the following parishioner

who made a recent donation:

Ms. Lygere Panagopoulos
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‘a: AMERICAN HELLENIC EDUCATIONAL PROGRESSIVE ASSOCIATION

Thank You!

All the AHEPA Brothers would like to extend a BIG Thank You to those
who helped us and supported the Fall Foliage Festival! Good time to get
together and to support our community and our AHEPA Chapter at the
same time! We extend our thanks to the Parish Council for its support and
cooperation. Let our joint effort be an example to our community as well
as others on how we can work together, to bring people together,
knowing in our hearts that we are only stewards of our Church, parish,
and buildings. And as stewards of what God has provided to us, we will
all need to work together for the common good putting aside anything

else which at the end of the day is only noise!

AHEPA Pawtucket Chapter Continues CASA 2021 Drive!

Thank you to all who supported our CASA (Coats and Sustainability from Assumption!) effort! Many donations
were dropped off of your used clothing for men, women, and children! Many dry food items dry such as pasta,
rice, beans were also dropped off. Your donations are helping people in need this winter. All donated items have
been delivered to homeless shelters!

AHEPA Honors His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew
The American Hellenic Educational Progressive Association (Order of AHEPA) hosted its 45th Biennial
Congressional banquet in honor of His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew I, and to mark the
commencement of his historic third Apostolic Visit to the United States at the Mayflower Hotel, Washington,
D.C., Oct. 24, 2021. His Eminence Elder Metropolitan Emmanuel of Chalcedon represented His All-Holiness who
felt unwell Sunday morning and was hospitalized overnight for observation. His All-Holiness was released from
the hospital Monday morning.

“AHEPA promotes all the values and principles that are the rich legacy of Hellenism — Ancient, Byzantine, and
Modern,” His Eminence Metropolitan Emmanuel said during his toast. “And the Holy Archdiocese, as the
daughter of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, embodies these values and principles as they have been baptized
into Christ through the preaching of the Gospel. For the Omogeneia, the Archdiocese and AHEPA are two
hands of one body, and we are grateful for their cooperative spirit.”

In his remarks in honor of His All-Holiness, Supreme President Jimmy Kokotas spoke about the effectiveness and
meaning of the Ecumenical Patriarch’s message of unity, love, and compassion, and he pledged AHEPA can do
more to amplify the Ecumenical Patriarch’s message. Tonight, we celebrate the 30-year anniversary of His
All-Holiness’ election to Ecumenical Patriarch,” he said. “Thirty years of service preaching love, unity and



https://www.goarch.org/-/2021-10-24-toast-of-metropolitan-emmanuel-of-chalcedon-at-the-dinner-tribute-by-ahepa

compassion to the world.” Kokotas added, “We also must make sure His All-Holiness” ministry, his message and
his spiritual home — the Ecumenical Patriarchate — are safeguarded from the plight they face daily. They must
be sustained . . . it must flourish.” His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros of America received AHEPA’s
presentation of $100,000 to become a Founding Member of the Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew
Foundation: For the Sacred See of Saint Andrew. Supreme President Jimmy Kokotas and Chairman of the Board
Nicholas A. Karacostas, PSP, made the presentation, along with a gift to His Eminence Metropolitan Emmanuel.

Have a Blessed Christmas and
a Happy New Year!

We Must Preserve the Legacy We Inherited!
We need you to join our AHEPA A121 (Pawtucket) Chapter!

We ask all of you to join and support your AHEPA Pawtucket chapter. You can get as much involved as
you have time or desire. Please keep in mind that just by becoming a member and through your yearly
membership fee you help us to . ..

Ar’ T KOkkaAa ByaApgvn e Support AHEPA activities and publications!
Twv EAAfvwy ta 1epa ... e Give strength to our Pawtucket chapter!
EAeudepia, 1821 - 2021 ?}§ e Provide academic and athletic scholarships!
A121, Pawtucket Chapter B

e Make our voice heard for things that matter!

e Make a difference in every community!

This is an invitation to everyone — we need all of you! Your opinion will
always count! For membership information, applications please see Yianni
Apostolakis, Tom Andrikopoulos or Nick Bitsakis. For more information,

please visit www.ahepa.org.



http://www.ahepa.org

IO C C Helping others help themselves

¥ INTERNATIONAL ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHARITIES

INSPIRED BY FAITH.
DRIVEN BY PURPOSE.

At 10CC, we've helped people in more than 60 countries across the world.

IOCC Sunday, November 21st!

November is designated as IOCC month, especially
the last Sunday before Thanksgiving November
21st. We encourage you to support and embrace
the work of I0CC which benefits so many people
around the world. Many people around the world

are in need. Please keep them in your hearts,

November 21, 2021
ioccsunday.org

thoughts, prayers and hopefully support them in
any way that you may be able to make a difference
in this world in the name of Orthodox Christianity.

We encourage you to put I0CC on your Christmas gift list and please remember that even the smallest
donation can make a big difference. If you would like to donate, please donate online at iocc.org, or mail a
check payable to IOCC to: loannis Apostolakis, 770 Ware Street, Mansfield, MA 02048

Hope after Greece's Wildfires - Families, Small Businesses Receive Aid for Recovering, Rebuilding

Since 2012, I0CC has worked with Apostoli, the humanitarian arm of the Archdiocese of Athens, on the Give
for Greece program to provide business and livelihoods support, reliable food access for families in need,
medical supplies, and education programs for Greeks and refugees. In addition, IOCC has also offered relief
following emergencies. This summer, wildfires raged across Evia, Attica, and the Peloponnese, destroying
homes, businesses, and livelihoods as about 300,000 acres burned. Evia, Greece’s second-largest island,
was especially hard hit, with one-third of its forests burned, including valuable pine trees — the basis of
traditional beekeeping, honey, and resin-collecting industries.

When a seaside community of east Attica was destroyed by fire in 2018, I0CC response focused on meeting
the immediate basic needs of those who had lost their only homes. After the devastating 2007 fires, I0CC
helped farmers in the Peloponnese start over by providing livestock feed and other supplies.

In response to the latest fires, IOCC began with an on-the-ground needs assessment which the team is using
to custom design response in affected areas. Programming began in the municipality of lleia, in the western
Peloponnese, an area that also saw widespread fires in 2007. I0CC collaborated with local Church




authorities, the Primary School Teachers Association of Pyrgos-Ancient Olympia Municipalities, and partner
Apostoli to distribute school-supply vouchers and school kits to full-time local residents affected by this
year’s disaster. The items ensured that families in some of the hardest hit areas could buy what their

children needed to start the school year.

Leveraging its experience of both emergency
response and long-term development aid in
Greece, especially helping small-holder farmers
and microbusinesses, I0CC is committed to
long-term assistance for survivors of this
summer’s fires. As families and communities
rebuild their homes and livelihoods, watch for
more news of how your generous support is
reaching those in need.

Metropolitan Germanos of lleia blessed
students and school before local families in
this fire-affected community received school-

supply vouchers and school kits.

Here is How YOU Can Help More!
e« Become a monthly donor to I0CC
e Send a donation to IOCC for a cause that touches your heart!

e Give a donation to loannis Apostolakis, payable to I0CC, for any
occasion you would like to make a difference!

Help Us Provide For Those in Need!

And remember, 92 cents of every dollar you give goes to our humanitarian work. The other 8 cents is for
administration and fundraising costs. Charity Navigator gives I0CC a 4-star rating (highest possible) for
financial health, accountability and transparency. Plus, every dollar you give helps us secure $7 more in
support from governments, foundations, and other sources.

I0CC is the official humanitarian aid agency of the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of the United
States. Since its inception in 1992, I0CC has delivered $650 million in relief and development programs to
families and communities in more than 50 countries. IOCC is a member of the ACT Alliance, a global
coalition of churches and agencies engaged in development, humanitarian assistance and advocacy. To
learn more about IOCC, please visit our website at iocc.org.

Yiannis Apostolakis
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REAL ESTATE GROUP, LLC 401.741.9394 Info@amhengage.com
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The weekly, online
Specil $4 OFF catechism

zillions are watching;

THE WORKS Inside and Qut
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Sr. Vassa
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Find it on YouTube.
Join the zillions.

ir'|J_|"|"|J_|"|"|J_|"|"|J_|FP.J;T.J.."P.J.:"F'.JEF‘.JEF.J.:"P.JEF‘.JEF‘.JJ

Newsletter

At Home with Anastasia Advertising

Anastasia Kaufman, Realtor coee, sFr, ABR

RE/Max Town & Country s
e
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My Greek heritage has taught me the
importance of family and home; let me s
help you find your true dream home.
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“Christian Light”

Combining a lifetime of experience in the &
Rhode Island & So. MA market with consistent integrity

and honesty with my clients, | will be your hardworking
advocate in the Real Estate Market.

For more information:
Assumption Church Office
Call 401-725-3127 or Email
secretary@assumptionri.org

www.anastasiakaufman.com 401-338-2749
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You can help to beautify our church grounds. Donations towards our church grounds are always very much appreciated so
. | that our property can remain beautiful year round. Appreciation and many thanks to Roula Vellopoulou, Nick Vellopoulos,
Anastasia Vellopoulou, loanna Wright, and Charoula Xoulei Campos who are our church gardeners spending endless hours
cutting the grass, planting, watering, and trimming the beautiful flowers and shrubs surrounding our premises.
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Synchronized forsuccess |
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Nationwide valuation, title
and closing solutions

1-877-696-LINC

I¥ i~ corn Asstracr

BB incoiN ApPRAISAL

George T. Panichas, Jr. George K. Demopulos, MRICS, RA, SRA
Chairman/Chief Executive Officer President/Chief Valuations Officer
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